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American Revolution 
as Seen from Both Sides 
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HERE WERE ONCE TWO ENEMIES who 
were both named George. 
George Washington was the man who 
freed the American colonies 
from the British, and George III 
was the British king who lost them. 
























; February 22, 1732—-December 14, 1799 June 4, 1738-January 29, 1820 


King of England and the rest of the 
British Empire, including 
the American Colonies 


Commander-in-Chief of the 
Continental Army 
President of theUnited States of America 








Was King George a “Royal Brute?” 
American patriots said so. 
But others hailed him as 
“the Father of the People” 
Was George Washington a traitor? 
The king’s supporters thought so. 
But many celebrated Washington as 
“the father of his country” 
Who was right? 













There are two sides to every story. 
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At First Glance 





he year was 1763, and in many ways, George Washington of 

America and King George III of Great Britain were very much 
alike. Both men had light blue eyes and reddish-brown hair.* Athletic and 
dignified in appearance, each stood well over 6 feet tall, towering above 
most other men during a time when the average height was 5'7". Both 
were honest and popular with the public. They liked simple food and 


Mark yon tall and daring warrior...a people yet unborn 
will hail him as the founder of a mighty empire. 
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much preferred plain clothes to the high-fashion outfits of the period 
decorated with lace, ruffles, and embroidery. 

George III was sometimes called “farmer George” because of his life- 
long interest in agriculture. George Washington was a farmer who was 
happiest when working on his land. Both were excellent horsemen and 
loved hunting. George III believed that a king should rule America. 

For a long time, George Washington thought so, too. He had even fought 
bravely alongside the British Army. 
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The people of Great Britain and the people from Britains American 
colonies had a lot in common, too. Most everyone on both sides of 
the ocean liked their good-natured young “Patriot King.” English was 
their main language; after all, 60 percent of the colonists had British 
ancestors. London was everybody’s capital city, and many Americans 
proudly thought of England as “home.” 

Great Britain had just won the Seven Years War", which involved 
almost every country in Europe and extended all the way to India 
and Australia. King George was now the ruler of the world’s greatest 
empire. As loyal citizens of Great Britain, colonial soldiers had joined 
forces with soldiers from England to fight against France for control 
of North America. When France gave up its territories, jubilant 


* The part of the Seven Years War fought in North America is called the French and Indian War. 








celebrations were held throughout both England and America. 

Who could imagine that the fabric binding America to 
Great Britain was about to unravel or that the two Georges were 
about to become bitter enemies? Who could guess that George III 
would be the last king of America, and that George Washington 
would one day become its first president? 

Neither George Washington nor King George III was fully responsible 
for everything that happened next. Many other thinkers, soldiers, and 
politicians helped to shape the future. Even so, as leaders of the two sides, 
these two Georges were to become the strongest symbols of their countries 
during the next 20 years. The different ideas they stood for would soon 
turn the whole world upside-down. 
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A Look at the Life of 
King George & His Countrymen 





(5 eorge III was 22 years old when he succeeded his grandfather as 
king in 1760. He was married to a German princess named 
Charlotte, and they would become the parents of 15 children. The king 
was absolutely devoted to his family. 

Their favorite home was a palace in the English countryside 
surrounded by roses, pinks, carnations, and orange, lemon, and tea 
trees. But they spent most of their time in a smaller red brick mansion 
called Buckingham House (usually known as the Queen's House) in 
London, England, the capital of Great Britain, where the king worked. 
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London, with its 740,000 inhabitants, was the biggest city in 






Europe and the center of British government. London's residents 
were proud of their long history and high level of cultural achieve- 






ment. For fun, they went to masked balls and the theater, gambled at 






cards, dice, and roulette, belonged to all sorts of clubs, and met at 






coffeehouses, taverns, cockfights, chophouses, and pleasure gardens. 






Noisy streets teemed with horses, carriages, ballad singers, flower- 






sellers, fishmongers, and ladies and gentlemen in fancy white wigs 






wearing all the latest fashions. 






But the overcrowded city had its share of problems, too. The death 






rate was high. All the coal that residents used as fuel caused black rain 






and thick, sooty smog. Food and drinking water were often unhealthy, 






riots were common, and public hangings drew rowdy mobs. Thousands 






of beggars and pickpockets were evidence of poverty run amok. 






Enormous crowds from all classes flocked to watch ~ 
summer concerts in London's 15 pleasure gardens. | 









E British possessions 

Je in 1763 
The English were convinced that the rest of the British Empire was 

backward and uncivilized. King George ruled 31 colonies and other 
possessions in many parts of the world, from Borneo to the Bay of Bengal, 
and all the way to Honduras. Throughout England, people argued 
constantly about world politics, but they would soon argue especially 
hard about the uprising over in America. 
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A Look at the Life of 
George Washingon & His Countrymen 





eorge Washington was married to a wealthy widow named 
Martha Custis. Tiny, outgoing, and plump, Martha was a charming 
hostess. More than 2,000 guests visited their Mount Vernon home 
in the years before 1775. Martha had two young children from her 
previous marriage, and Washington adored them. 





The couple enlarged Mount Vernon into an enormous self-contained 
community. Washington grew tobacco, then switched to wheat. Besides 
raising mules, sheep, hogs, and prize bulls, he also bred horses and fox- 
hounds, netted tons of fish, and grew such things as wild grapes, Indian 


corn, oats, clover, flax, hemp, and nut, apple, pear, apricot, and cherry 
trees. He even grew orange trees that spent the winter in his greenhouse. 
Gardeners, shoemakers, blacksmiths, weavers, foremen, and sometimes 
Washington's nieces and nephews all lived on the estate. Like all other 
plantation owners at the time, Washington was a slave owner. By 1775, 
he owned 135 people. 
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Colonies f- 
in 1763 š 





About 90 percent of the colonists in America lived out in the 

country, where new arrivals from Europe were amazed to find farm land, 
forests, fish, and game as far as the eye could see. So much fertile territory 
made it possible to supply Great Britain with raw goods such as furs, 
flour, iron, tobacco, and lumber in return for manufactured goods, 

i including cloth, shoes, furniture, and tea from Great Britain. 

i In small but bustling port cities such as Philadelphia, New York, Boston, 

and Charleston, whaling and shipbuilding were already major industries. 

And there were lumber mills, flourmills, factories, firehouses, and colleges. 

Streets—some paved, most full of mud or dust—overflowed with oxcarts, 

horses and carriages, chimney sweeps, sailors, and carriers of wood. In local 

taverns, young girls danced lively jigs with their boyfriends. 

The most well-off, best-educated people were usually planters (like 
George Washington), merchants, doctors, ministers, or lawyers. Next 
came a very large middle class that included small farmers, shopkeepers, 
teachers, craftsmen, and fishermen. The poorest were unskilled laborers, 
indentured servants, and, of course, black slaves from Africa who were 
bought, sold, and held in bondage in all 13 of the colonies. 

Many colonists wanted to settle the new territory they had helped to 
win during the Seven Years War, but Great Britain made it illegal. 
London thought it was fairest and safest to reserve these lands for the 
Native Americans who had always lived and hunted there. George 
Washington agreed with plenty of other colonial settlers, who thought 
the law unfairly limited their rights. They poured into the west anyway. 4 
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How Government Worked 
in England 





f he British government was a constitutional monarchy, which was 
a fancy way of saying that King George did not have all the power. 
He and a governing body called Parliament worked together to rule the 
Empire. Young King George tried hard—and with much success—to see that 
Parliament's decisions agreed with his point of view. Even so, he had 
some very strong opponents, and it was Parliament that made laws and 
controlled the purse strings. 





Made up of noblemen who Members were elected by the people, 
inherited the right to be members. but sons of noblemen often rigged their own 


elections or bought their seats. 





Voters 


Fewer than one in five men were allowed to vote in England, 
and these men usually had to own land or businesses for the privilege. 
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How Government Worked 
in America 





he 13 American colonies were not yet united into a single country. 

Each separate colony was under the Crown's control, and each had 
its own governor and a governing body that made laws and imposed 
taxes. Some people who served in the government were elected by colonists. 
For example, George Washington was an elected member of the Virginia 
House of Burgesses (the lower house). For years England had looked the 
other way when colonists ignored British laws they didn't like. 





Each colony had its own governor. All but 2 were appointed by the Crown to serve as Great Britain's chief representatives. 
Their job was to enforce British laws and carry out British orders. 






In most colonies, 





All members were 







Voters 


the king or his white male colonists, 
Saas a Meisie gelese drie and most were wealthy. 
j age 21 or older. ee 
picked the members Their job was to carry 
of the upper house. out British laws and levy 
taxes to pay for public 
expenses in each colony. 


The Trouble with Taxes 
1764-1770 





S o what stirred up the hornets nest in the first place? It all began 
over money—and over the rights of citizens, too. Great Britain had 
been in one war or another for 50 years and was drowning in debt. Over 
in London, Parliament decided that Americans should help out by paying 
their fair share, and King George agreed. After all, Great Britain had spent 
plenty of money fighting in America for the good of the colonies. The crown 
was still supporting a British Army to help stop Indian attacks on the 
American frontier. It was Great Britains right to collect payment! 

To raise the money, Parliament passed a Sugar Act and a Stamp Act 
saying that colonists had to pay taxes to Great Britain for all sorts of 
imported goods, from molasses, blue indigo dye, and pimentos to printed 





items such as marriage licenses, playing cards, and newspapers. Similar 
taxes were often collected in England. But the colonists were already 
paying separate taxes to cover their own war debts and to run the 
colonies. A lot of them thought paying twice wasn't one bit fair. 
Besides, they believed it was against the British Constitution. 

Ever since the Middle Ages, English law had said that there should be 
“no taxation without representation” This meant that citizens could never 





be taxed unless their elected representatives voted to pay. The colonists 
were British citizens, and the law guaranteed them the “rights of 
Englishmen” So where was their right to have representatives who could 





vote for or against these taxes? Though many colonists would stay loyal 
to the crown and obey its laws no matter what, others argued that 
Parliament might make them pay even more taxes without their consent. 





















This Stamp Act, no doubt, 


may be good for the Crown 
But I fear 'tis a pill : 


that will never go down. 


If our trade may be taxed 
why not our lands and 
everything we possess OF 

make use OË 





Many colonial merchants refused to buy British goods. Pamphlet 
writers roared. Preachers thundered from their pulpits. Angry members 
of an organization called the Sons of Liberty stripped royal office holders 
naked and covered them with hot tar and goose feathers. (They used to 
tar-and-feather folks in Great Britain, too, in those days.) 
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A mob completely wrecked the home of the Royal Governor of 
Massachusetts. A straw dummy dressed to look like a stamp distributor 
was hung from a 120-year-old elm tree, and the British tax stamps that 
Americans were supposed to buy were burned in every colony. 
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}/ 16 November of 1765, flags were being flown at half-mast to mourn the 
A27 death of liberty. Nobody in America would even distribute the stamps. 
Four months later, hoping to restore peace, Parliament finally gave 
up and got rid of the hated taxes. This troubled King George, who still thought 
the taxes were fair, but he signed the repeal anyway. British merchants were 
delighted to get their lost customers back, and all of America celebrated. 
Well, the story could have ended right there, but of course it didnt. 
To show they werent afraid to tax the colonies, Parliament started 
demanding even more taxes. Patriot leaders in Massachusetts and Virginia 
made polite protests to the king, but politeness didn't help one bit. 
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King George believed that God gave noblemen the divine right to 
rule and that the colonists had a duty to obey. The British stubbornly 
informed legislatures in both colonies that they couldn't have any 
more meetings. So the colonists stopped trying to be polite. The 
Virginians (including George Washington) met anyway and banned 
the sale of all items taxed by Great Britain. 

Colonists smuggled in untaxed goods from other countries, which 
was illegal. And they made lots of their own goods instead of buying 
British ones. A women’s group called the Daughters of Liberty 
supported the cause by weaving their own cloth, making their own 
ball gowns, and brewing their own liberty tea out of sassafras flowers. 
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King George was sure that certain “gentlemen who pretend to be 
patriots” in Massachusetts were no more than criminals, so he sent a fleet of 
warships to Boston to make them behave. Seven hundred soldiers wearing 
fancy uniforms soon paraded up Boston's streets with muskets on their 
shoulders. Whenever they went off duty, many stole, got drunk, and 
chased women. Some also infuriated worshipers by purposely racing 
horses, beating drums, and gambling under church windows on Sundays. 

In March 1770, an angry mob of American rowdies started taunting eight 
of King Georges soldiers and pelting them with icy snowballs. Then someone 
threw a lump of wood at a redcoat and knocked him flat. The enraged 


troops began firing into the crowd, and five colonists were killed. | ER E 
x ; ; E ú ae Tr n 
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Massacre? and it stirred up plenty of anger on both sides. T hilst 


* Even so, an American jury later acquitted the British commanding officer and six of his men in a fair trial. 
Two others were branded on their thumbs and dismissed from the army. 
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A Tempest Over Tea 
1770-1774 





æ 
Í t just so happened that on the very same day as the violence in 


Boston, Parliament and King George over in London were trying 


to keep the peace. They got rid of all import taxes except for one tiny tax 
on British tea. They thought that would solve the problem, but it didnt. 
Lots of colonists resented paying any British taxes, no matter how tiny. It 
was a matter of principle. Some refused to drink British tea and drank 
tea smuggled from Holland instead. Others, including George 
Washington, stopped drinking tea altogether. 

By 1773, the British East India Company had so much unsold tea 
sitting around that it was about to go broke. To keep this tea company 
in business, Great Britains prime minister, Lord North, proclaimed that 
absolutely nobody except the East India Company could sell any tea in 
America. To convince colonists to buy the tea, prices were set so low that 
even with tea taxes, the company’s tea cost less than any other tea sold in 
England or in America. 

The colonists loved tea, but most of them still thought this was 
taxation without representation. British tea either rotted in warehouses 
or got sent straight back to England. 

Before long, Royal Governor of Massachusetts Thomas Hutchinson 
declared that unless the tax was paid, none of the tea shipped to Boston 
Harbor could be sent away. If the tea was not unloaded, ship commanders 
would “force it on shore under the cover of their cannons mouth” 
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On the night of December 16, 1773, some Sons of Liberty covered 
their faces and hands with coal dust, disguised themselves as Mohawk 
Indians, and very calmly filed on board three ships filled with tea. 
Hundreds gathered to watch as the men split open 342 chests of British 
Darjeeling tea with tomahawks and fed all 45 tons of it to the fish. 


à Rally Mohawks! 
Š Bring out your axes, 
And tell King George we'll pay no taxes 
A On his foreign tea. Y Pi 
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Most Britains were outraged when they heard news of the wanton 
destruction. Americans were clearly “a race of convicts” They had gone 
too far and must be punished! Six months later, the king and an angry 
Parliament closed Boston Harbor. Nothing could come in, and nothing 


could go out. 





George vs. George 
1774-1775 





g he port closure quickly put huge numbers of Bostonians out of 
work. People were afraid they would starve. Other colonies scrambled 
to help by sending food, clothing, and flocks of sheep. Americans smuggled 
in at least 5,000 chests of tea from Holland alone. They also smuggled in 
gunpowder. Bostonians began to think of war. 

As the siege continued, people from all over the colonies became more 
and more alarmed. If Boston was in such a sea of trouble, who was to say 
that worse things couldn't happen in Philadelphia or Williamsburg or 
Charleston? George Washington didn’t approve of the Tea Party one bit, but 
he approved of the punishment even less. 










1 am ready to raise 1,000 men, 
subsist them myself at my own 
expense, and march at their 
head to Boston. 
























































During September and October of 1774, delegates from all 13 
colonies met together in one place for the first time ever at the First 
Continental Congress in Philadelphia. George Washington was one of the 
delegates. The Congress sent an appeal for peace and harmony to King 
George and suggested that Parliament get rid of all the unconstitutional 
laws controlling America. Until then, the colonies would not import or 
buy any British goods and would not export any of their own goods to 
the mother country. 

















You will never meet with that 

proper obedience to the laws of this 

country until you have destroyed 
that nest of locusts! 
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BRITISH GENERAL 


= THOMAS GAGE 
ë Commander-in-chief in America 
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How is it that we hear the 
udest yelps for liberty from 
the drivers of Negroes? 
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he plains of Boston! 
I know not what course others may take, 
but as for me, give me liberty, 
or give me death! 
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The New England governments 

ave in a State of Rebellion! Blows must 
decide whether they are subject to 
this country or independent! _, 
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The Shot Heard Round the World 





1) ritish General Thomas Gage had been trying hard to keep the peace 
in Massachusetts, but he was ordered in the name of the king to 

use more force. In April 1775, a spy in Boston warned Gage that colonial 
troublemakers were stashing big piles of ammunition in nearby Concord. 
This was bad news. A bloody war could break out! Gage decided that the 
British Army had better go seize John Hancock and Sam Adams, two rebel 
leaders who were hiding out in Lexington. Then they should burn the 
weapons in Concord before people started getting themselves killed. 

Gage quickly planned a secret raid. 

A British regiment shivered through a chilly night rowing and then 
wading across the Charles River. On the morning of April 19, the soldiers 
had marched as far as Lexington when they came across about seventy 
patriot militia gathered on the village green. The rebels were armed 
because rebel spies William Dawes and Paul Revere had spread the 
alarm that the British were on their way. 




















your arms, 
you...rebels, 
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Everybody's nerves were on edge. Still holding their weapons, the ~ 
patriots began to back away and look for cover. Then someone fired a 
shot—nobody knows who—but as soon as they heard it, the British 
soldiers started shooting. Eight Americans were killed, and ten more were, 
wounded. Not everyone realized it at the time, but the Revolutionary \ 
War had just begun. John Hancock and Sam Adams had disappeared. The 
redcoats marched on to Concord to destroy the ammunition, but most of 
the ammunition had vanished, too. Meanwhile, great multitudes of men 
from farms and villages all over the countryside gathered to fight back. 
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A brothers sword has been sheathed 
in a brothers breast...the once 
happy and peaceful plains of America 
are either to be drenched with blood 
or inhabited by slaves. 





Each side told a different tale about Lexington and Concord. Rebel 
newspapers reported that bloodthirsty redcoats burned houses, drove 
naked women into the streets, and butchered old men and infants. The 
King was told that rebel savages broke the rules of war by ambushing his 
army. Then they scalped fallen British infantry and cut off their ears. 

George Washington was already famous for his fearless leadership 
when he had fought alongside the British 20 years earlier. On June 15, 
1775, the Second Continental Congress gathered in Philadelphia and 
unanimously elected the 43-year-old Virginian to become Commander- 
in-Chief of their newly formed Continental Army. But how could a small, 
poorly trained army with almost no money defeat one of the world's most 
awesome military powers? Washington refused to accept any salary, 
asking only that Congress pay his expenses. 





The very next morning, long before Washington took command of his 
troops, the redcoats back in Massachusetts awoke to discover an amazing 
sight. In just one night, about 1,200 rebels had secretly built a massive 
fort atop Breed’s Hill* by Charlestown. Both sides fought fiercely until 
the rebels finally ran out of powder and ammunition. The rebels ended 
up losing the hill, but the British lost 92 officers, more than half their 
men, and more than twice as many soldiers as the rebels lost. 


* Some say that the rebels’ original plan was to occupy Bunker Hill, which was higher and 
easier to defend. This fight came to be known as the Battle of Bunker Hill. 
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From an absurd carelessness or 
ignorance we have lost a thousand 
of our best men and officers. 


L Å 
sh Major General [8 
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Dont fire until you ge 
the whites of their eyes! 


These people show a spirit... 
as great as ever people were possessed of, 
and you must proceed in earnest or 
give the business up. 


A dear-bought victory, another such 
would have ruined us. 


HENRY CLINTON 
ritish Major General 
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British Forces 








p 
af R ing George made it official: The colonists were rebel outlaws “misled 


by dangerous and ill-designing Men...traitorously preparing War.” 
Enough was enough! He had to show them who was boss. The king enlisted 
more troops in Britain and hired German troops, too. He sent ships to blockade 


the American coast so the colonists couldnt get any outside supplies. Then 


his soldiers sat back to wait for the colonial army to fall to pieces. The 
kings war-hardened, brutally disciplined, and well-trained fighting 


force included five kinds of fighters. 


BRITISH REGULARS 

(ALSO CALLED REDCOATS) 

All senior officers were noblemen. Each step 
up in rank was bought for large sums of 
money. Privates usually enlisted for life. 
Most were recruited in taverns, debtors’ pris- 
ons, and slums, or were convicted criminals. 
Though their pay was extremely low, every 
single one proudly wore an elegant, brightly 
colored uniform. Officers and privates alike 
looked down their noses at the Americans 
as backward peasants who couldn't be taken 
seriously. To them, George Washington was 
a rabble-rouser, not a general. British officers 
addressed him as Mr. Washington instead 
of General Washington in their letters. 


PRIVATE "Foot 
SOLDIER 


HESSIANS 

About 30,000 tough, highly-trained 
German troops were paid to fight for the 
British, who couldn’ raise enough troops 
at home. (Most of Britains money filled 
the pockets of a German prince who had 
sold the men’s services. The soldiers them- 
selves were poorly paid.) 
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LOYALISTS (ALSO CALLED TORIES) 
About one of every five American soldiers 
fought alongside British troops or acted as their 
guides or spies. Most were honorable people 
who risked their lives for the crown. Most 
(but not all) came from the privileged classes. 
Others were black slaves who hoped to gain 


NEW YORK BRIGADE | NEW YORK BRIGADE 
their freedom by joining the army. WINTER UNIFORM ! SUMMER UNIFOR 
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INDIANS 

A majority of Native Americans in the 
war fought for Great Britain, mainly 
because they didnt want the colonists 
to take away their land. 
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In Europe, soldiers were taught that the fair and honorable way to fight 






was to march openly into battle in columns, line up in rows shoulderto 7 2 






shoulder, and advance toward the enemy without firing a shot until they 
were close enough to be sure of hitting their targets. Since their muskets 







were not very accurate, they fired together all at once. Troops were tradi- 
tionally trained to fight on flat land during the daytime in good weather. 
Nothing had prepared them to fight their way through thick forests, 
raging rivers, mosquito-infested swamps, and long mountain ranges. 








Rebel Forces 








eorge Washington took command of the Continental Army, the 

colonies’ main fighting force, on July 3, 1775, in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. He immediately took steps to build a professional army. 
It wouldn't be easy. Washington despaired over the inexperience of his 
volunteers, the constant desertions, and a paralyzing lack of food and 
military supplies. Sometimes redcoats could shoot rebel soldiers at will 
because the rebels didn't have enough gunpowder to shoot back. There 
were three types of forces fighting against the British. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON’S 
CONTINENTAL ARMY 

Most men in this volunteer army were 
private citizens who had signed on for a 
year or less. The great majority brought 
their own weapons, food, and clothing. 
Some colonels bought uniforms for their t 

regiments, but most soldiers never owned ree ILE iy er CER | ARTE TERY OFFICER 
one. They wore hunting shirts instead. OE EE itir ii ER 
Compared to their opponents, the men 
had little training, and even less pay. 
Though the soldiers were promised 
money and land for their services, the 
Continental Congress rarely paid on time, 
if at all. Sometimes there were as many 
soldiers who deserted each day as there 


i i i g GREEN MOUNTAIN MARYLAND STATE 
were men who signed up to fight. To fill NMO Ee 


their ranks, rebel forces began accepting 
free blacks and later accepted slaves. By 
the wars end, some estimated that about 
one-quarter of the Continental Army was 
black. The Army also got a tremendous 
boost from foreign volunteers, including 
experienced, quick-witted leaders from 
France, Germany, and Poland. 

A handful of Washington's highest- MOAN D'S COKE” 
ranking officers were brilliant leaders, i SPREE A ENE 
but many were unfit for office and looted, 
sold army blankets, and disobeyed orders. 
The officers included a Boston bookseller, 
a breeches maker, a horse dealer, a hat 
maker, an innkeeper, a blacksmith, an 
English corporal who had deserted, a 
preacher, a butcher, a farmer, a farmhand, 
a tanners hand, a swineherd, and a 
dancing teacher. 





GEORGIA INFANTRY : MARYLAND INFANTRY; FRENCH INFANTRY 


34 



























CONTINENTAL NAVY 

A feisty infant Navy defended the coast. 

At its height, it had only 57 ships. 

The Navy couldn't hope to challenge the 
huge British warships, so it tried its best to 
damage British trade and capture or destroy 
enemy vessels. The Americans also had 

a trick up their sleeves. They were 

getting extra help from as many as 1,697 
privately owned armed vessels. These Qo Biota 
privateers preyed upon enemy merchant 

ships. George Washington was part owner 

of at least one of them. 
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MILITIAS 
Since long before the Revolutionary War, 
many local areas and every colony except 
Pennsylvania had raised separate armed 
forces called militias to defend their 
communities from attack. Most of these 
soldiers had even less training than the ' ad. 

- , . ~ _ RANGER = CONNECTICUT 
men in the Continental Army, and their & FRONTI EMAN Foot GUARD 
record was mixed. But militias played a 
crucial role in every one of Washington's 
victories, and they were very effective in 
some other important battles as well. 

This was partly because their style of 
fighting was new to their enemies, but 

it was mostly because they could raise 
enormous numbers of men on short notice 
and outnumber their opponents. 





















In the open field the rebels do 
not count for much, but in the 
woods they are formidable. They 
lie like bacon hunters.. and slip 
from one tree to the other. 
Soa age 
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As difficult as things were for the rebel forces, they did have some 
strong advantages. Though George Washington drilled his army in 
British-style warfare, rebel soldiers had learned from fighting the Indians 
to travel light, hide in the woods and mountains, and use ambushes 

and lightning raids against an unsuspecting enemy. They could move 
quickly, and their earth-toned homespun and buckskin clothes let them 
melt into the countryside unseen. The British considered these tactics s 
to be dishonorable. 





A New Nation 
1776 





Ti hile Washington's soldiers and King Georges soldiers were 
fighting one another, the Continental Congress made a crucial 
decision. Instead of just battlling for their rights as citizens of Great Britain, 
they decided to aim for total American independence. 

To rally Americans to their cause and get support from Europe, they set 
to work writing a document that claimed the right of all people to choose 
their own government. It also placed the blame for every single one of 
their grievances squarely on the shoulders of King George himself. 

This document was the Declaration of Independence, and its signers 


had just given birth to the United States of America. In modern language, _ d 


here are some of the points it made about independence and just a few 
of the things it said about King George (even though it was really Great 
Britain’s Parliament that had made all the laws oppressing the colonies). 





“A prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may 
define a tyrant, it stated, “is unfit to be the ruler of a free people” 


a : . I shall have the advantage over you because 
King George í gi y e 
( ae ee ee that! A We must indeed all of my size. All will be over with me in a moment, 
TER - Fe AA hang together, or, most assuredly, but you will be kicking in the air half an 
> P: we shall all hang separately. : hour after I am gone. 





Supporters of Great Britain thought the signers were traitors who 
used the Declaration of Independence to attack their own king and 
promote war against him. To American rebels, though, King George was 
a traitor to his own British citizens in America because he refused to 
uphold their British constitutional rights. The rebels gathered to celebrate 
their independence. Tremendous crowds of merrymakers beat drums, 
burned bonfires, held a mock burial of King George, and pulled a gilded 
statue of the king on horseback off its pedestal and melted it down to 
make bullets for army muskets. The king was thoroughly dismayed. 






I wish nothing but good. 
Everyone who does not agree 
ts a traitor or a scoundrel. 















The Tides of War 
1776-1783 





( | he Declaration of Independence may have sounded great to American 
rebels, but George Washington's army was getting trounced. 









AT think I shall soon hear...loyal 
subjects, returning to that duty they 
owe to an indulgent sovereign. __ 






It was Christmas 1776, and the weather was bitter cold. A well-equipped 
army of 1,400 British-backed Hessian troops was encamped in Trenton, 
New Jersey, where their commander was sleeping off a holiday feast. 
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George Washington and his dejected volunteer army of about 6,000 
sick, starving, and mostly barefooted rebels had little to celebrate. They 
had been on the run all the way from New York through New Jersey, 
finally reaching Pennsylvania, where they camped across the Delaware 
River from the enemy. In just one week, about half of these men were 
due to leave for home when their enlistment time ran out. 
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Desperate for a victory, Washington had decided to chance a surprise 
attack on the Hessians. Along with about 2,400 soldiers who were strong 
enough to fight, he spent an entire afternoon and night crossing the ice- 


choked Delaware River in blinding sleet and snow. 





They covered their muskets with blankets to keep them dry and 
marched nine miles toward Trenton in “profound silence” 
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Washingtons men ambushed the sleeping Hessians, who were taken 
completely by surprise. The disorganized Hessian commander and 150 of 
his men were killed. The Continental Army captured well over 900 
Hessians, and not a single American died in the battle. 

As soon as he heard that Washington had clobbered the Hessians, 
British General Charles Lord Cornwallis sent another 8,000 men to 





Trenton to teach the rebels a lesson. Washington and his outnumbered but 
spirited troops went on to win the Second Battle of Trenton on January 2, 
1777, and they won again at Princeton the very next day. In just ten days, 
Washington's victories had turned the entire war around. Now both sides 
knew that the Americans had a real army and a chance of winning the war. 
Many men who were about to leave for home signed on to fight again. 





re 


as Background scene shows the First Battle of Trenton. 
In the foreground, Washington leads his troops at the Battle of Princeton. 

















That September, British troops aided by American loyalists outfoxed 
Washington at Brandywine Creek. About 1,400 of his men were killed, 
wounded, or taken prisoner. Plundering all the farms in their path, British 
forces headed straight for Philadelphia, America’s capital city. The Continental 
Congress fled in great confusion, and the British Army paraded joyfully 
into the city without firing a shot. In a fierce battle on October 4, 
Washington was narrowly defeated at Germantown and lost his chance to 
retake Philadelphia. Once again, it looked like the rebel army would never 
beat the British. King George was thrilled. 
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Meanwhile, in northern New York, another rebel force led by Horatio 
Gates and Benedict Arnold was having better luck. After a series of battles 
in September and October 1777, the rebels surrounded British troops at 
Saratoga and forced their entire army to surrender. It was the biggest blow 
yet for the Crown and turned the tide of war back in favor of America. 

This time the king was agonized when he heard the news. To hide his 
concern, King George tried so hard to make merry in public that he 
embarrassed all his friends. He paid no attention to anybody who thought 
the British would lose. 
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You cannot conquer 
the Americans.... You have _ 
been three years teaching them 
the art of war, and they are 
) GAT. va apt scholars. 
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WILLIAM PITT 
British Earl of Chatham 














During the winter of 1777 and 1778, large numbers of King George’s 
supporters in England, Scotland, and Wales signed up to go fight against 
America. At the same time, a noisy debate was raging about whether the 
war should continue. Members of Parliament who were sympathetic to the 
rebels even argued that anyone who helped the British war effort was a 
criminal. In February, a huge crowd of swearing men and tearful women 
created an uproar outside the Parliament then broke down the doors and 
stampeded their way in to hear an especially exciting debate. 

Back in America, it was too cold to fight. Gangs of Loyalists and civilians 
pretending to be patriot militia went on a looting and burning spree. 
Meanwhile, British Major General “Dandy Sir Billy” Howe spent his time 
wining and dining his troops in warm, comfortable Philadelphia homes. He 
rode about in an elegant coach attending every ball, play, and cockfight in town. 
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` arrived to teach military drills to the men. And with great reluctance, 
Washington finally sent his starving soldiers to seize livestock and 


_ until spring to fight for their cause and country. Once there was food 


“Washington ragtag soldiers had finally become professionals. 


Washington and his half naked “army of skeletons” suffered through 
another freezing winter, this time 18 miles outside of Philadelphia at 
Valley Forge. There was no money to buy food. Farmers sold their crops 
and cattle to British troops, who had plenty of money to spend. About 
2,500 of Washington's 11,000 men starved, froze to death, or died from 
smallpox or pneumonia, and many more deserted. Congress didn't pay the 
Army for weeks and weeks. Frustrated and angry, Washington wrote 
Congress that his men had “not even the shadow of a blanket” 









their legs froze 
black, and it was 
amputate. 





Their feet and 


u ntil they were 
often necessary tO 







Some people thought the Continental Congress should fire General 
__ Washington for losing his recent battles and replace him with Horatio 
" Gates, who had won at Saratoga. But Washington wasnt fired. His 
` shoeless men built a thousand crude huts using timber they cut and 


trimmed themselves. A Prussian volunteer named Baron von Steuben 


fe 


produce from supporters of the Crown. 
Wholehearted respect and affection for Washington was so great 
that for each man who deserted the army, a hundred more stayed ; 


to eat, recruits began pouring in. The training was paying off, too. ` f 
























Stand 
straight and 
firm...The toes 
turned out; 
the belly 
drawn in...the 
shoulders 
square to the 
front and kept 






















The kings critics in England still howled that the war wasn't worth the » 
cost. People were losing their jobs because Great Britain no longer sold 
goods to Americans. In London, redcoats killed 500 unemployed workers 
who were rioting in the streets. 

The French greatly admired the American cause. On February 6, 1778, 
King Louis XVI of France signed a treaty that recognized the United 
States as a new nation. He promised to send ships, soldiers, and money to 
help the rebel army fight his old enemy, the British. 

All this time, the flames of war raged on. Out on the western frontier, 
George Rogers Clark led about 170 men on an 18-day march through a 
flooded river of icy water up to their knees, chests, and necks to capture a 
British fort at Vincennes in Indian country. 


*  I..caused the whole to `N 
believe that I had no doubt 
of success, which kept 
their spirits up. 

















as AUL Jo NES 
A JO erican Captain 





In the North Sea near Britain, American John Paul Joness old armed 
merchant ship Bonhomme Richard captured the new British warship Serapis. 

More and more black soldiers were fighting for both sides. In the 
southern states, some slave owners, too lazy or afraid to fight, sent their 
slaves to fight instead. A visitor to the mostly black Rhode Island 
Regiment said it was “the most neatly dressed, the best under arms, and 
the most precise in its movements” 

In May 1780, the patriots lost Charleston, South Carolina, along with 
5,500 soldiers and four ships. It was their worst defeat of the war. 
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So what was happening to American civilians all this time? For one Sans 


— 


J. 


A thing, a vicious civil war was being fought between Americans in favor of Ri 
) independence and Americans who were against it. In the north, rebels 
broke into homes of Americans loyal to King George and hauled them off to a hi 
prison. Quakers couldn't fight for religious reasons. The patriots tarred and / 
feathered them anyway, even when they hired substitutes. When times got 

j too rough, loyalists fled to the British colonies of Canada and Nova Scotia, ( 
3 where the government gave them money to pay for their losses. Brutality ) 
J ) was even worse in the south, where families were ripped apart and gp = 
neighbors murdered neighbors. 
























the evil rages with more 
violence than ever. If a stop 

cannot be put to these massacres 
the country will be depopulated 

£ in a few months... 


giving up. Besides constantly stealing food and horses, they burned entire ; 
towns and villages, looted or seized peoples houses, raped and murdered AE f 


locked prisoners in filthy prison ships where they died like flies from 
starvation, heat, cold, and disease. f j 
Indians fighting alongside the British burned almost 1,000 homes, \ “4 
tortured and killed whole families, and scalped the dead. Believing that it Noy 
would make them more powerful, some Indians honored their bravest ( 7 N 
victims by eating them. cs / 


d 
innocent civilians, and set fire to crops and timberland. British troops \ ' 
\ 


For revenge, rebel troops sent by George Washington destroyed 41 ( 
Native American villages, many of which were peaceful, and burned all their 
crops and orchards. They collected scalps and showed off pairs of leggings 
made from the skin of dead Indians. The Iroquois people call George «ee 
Washington “Town Destroyer” to this very day. EL TA wes 





Plenty of women were involved in the war, too. Some of them served as spies 
or guides. A Quaker housewife living across from British headquarters in 
Philadelphia often overheard information about redcoat war plans. She sewed the 
news inside cloth-covered buttons and sent her young son to deliver them to 
George Washington. A black woman named Quamino Dolly guided British 
soldiers through a swamp so that they could sneak up behind rebel troops and 
capture Savannah, Georgia. 

Women on both sides regularly traveled with the soldiers, who were often their 
husbands. Sometimes they even brought along their children. They cooked food, 
cleaned out the cannons, washed clothes, made bandages, knit socks, nursed the sick, 
and laid out the dead. When there was no fighting, they danced and sang with the 
soldiers, but when times got tough, some women fought in battles right alongside the 
men. George Washington's wife, Martha, spent eight winters with her husband, and 
she worked just as hard as anyone. 

Flirtatious German-speaking women in Pennsylvania lured lots of Hessian 
soldiers into trading their hard military life for an American wife and farm. And 
there were often romances between American women and the dashing British 
soldiers quartered in private homes. 










F There is more simplicity, cordiality, 
and courtesy here than in England... 
= The American women are very pretty... 





The Final Battle 








FM eaders on both sides began to think the war could finally be 
IE won with a major victory in the south. Up north in New York, 
George Washington got wind that British General Charles Lord 
Cornwallis and his men were marching toward the Virginia tobacco 
port city of Yorktown on the Chesapeake Bay, brutally terrorizing area 
residents as they went. In August 1781, Cornwallis finished setting up 
his base of operations. 

Washington had just learned that the French were sending 28 ships to 
help the American forces. Would it be possible to set a trap for Cornwallis? 
Wages, Se The timing would have to be absolutely perfect. First, Washington's men 
| joined forces with an army of French ground troops in New York. Then 
both armies sneaked past the northern redcoats and raced night and day 
| Fae for 500 miles all the way south toward Yorktown. 

1 | Meanwhile, the 28 French ships sailed into the mouth of the long 
VERS, Chesapeake Bay. This news was sent by courier to George Washington, 
By whose men had just reached the top of the Bay. Famous for being calm 
and dignified, Washington was so excited that he jumped up and down 
and waved his hat with glee. The trap could now be set! 
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| cs tee at ‘ But before long, cannon fire boomed across the water. Great Britain's 
i: She Navy had arrived, too, and was fighting the French. Just in time, the 
French ships whipped Great Britains Navy and sent them packing! 
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Now Cornwallis couldn't escape by water. By early October, Washington 

troops and the French Army and Navy had joined to surround him. 
Cornwallis was outnumbered two to one, but he hadn't given up hope. — 

He had sent word to the British generals up in New York pleading for 

Dae a ; help, and he expected it to arrive at any moment. Not a chance. 

ie Commander-in-Chief Sir Henry Clinton kept making excuses not to 






fight. Besides, he was too busy entertaining a visitor —King George’s 






young son, Prince William, who thought he might like to become the 






Royal Governor of Virginia. 
By October 17, three weeks after Washington set the trap, Cornwallis’s 
forces were starving. Unburied bodies lay everywhere, the ground was 








shaking violently from the thunder of a hundred cannons, and the sky 






was streaked with red from shots flying across enemy lines. All of a 






sudden a British officer appeared through the smoke waving a white 






handkerchief to signal defeat. Joyous American forces started to let out 






a tremendous cheer, but George Washington silenced his men, shouting, 






“Let history huzzah for you” 






Claiming he was sick, General Cornwallis snubbed George Washington 
by sending his second-in-command to surrender his sword to a French 







commander who had fought alongside the Americans. The Frenchman 






turned the British officer away by pointing toward General Washington, 






the real commanding officer. Washington pointed Cornwalliss second-in- 





command toward his own second-in-command, and when the British 





sword was at last surrendered, the Revolutionary War was unofficially over. 














No Kings for America 





~~, 

af f ing George tried hard to continue the struggle, but British support 
faded fast. The king was so humiliated that he almost gave up his 

crown. It took several years for his attitude to change. 





George Washington was encouraged by an officer in his army to 
become the king of America. He was horrified. 
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United States 
of America 


There never was a good 
war or a bad peace. 


it was official: King George and Great Britain had lost 
and the United States of America had been born. 


? 


England finally signed a peace treaty with France and 


1783, 
Spain that also included total independence and a vast amount of land for 


GULF OF MEXICO 
America. At long last 
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the 13 Colonies forever, 


September 3, 
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d i n could have had such 
Ee es eae George the Third has not one grain © : 
rA that he cannot be that bloody-minded t en 
EE called him. It is impossible; a man 9 is 
Ee gooda husband, so kind a Father, 


UEL SHOEMAKER 





pM rican Loyalist who met 
BE George in 1784 


Ts 


J | he last king of America 
was no villain, but to this 

very day, some people believe he 
was an insane, dim-witted tyrant. 
Many Americans blame him per- 
sonally for every British act of 
repression. But the truth is that 
King George was Great Britain's 
most cultured monarch and was 
filled with good intentions. 

Like all other kings and most 
Europeans at the time, he believed 


that God granted kings and 


nobility the divine right to rule. 
He considered it his religious and 
patriotic duty to uphold age-old 
British rights and liberties and the 
duty of his subjects to respect the 
Crown by obeying British law. 


King George sincerely wished 
to be a good father to all his people, 
including Americans. “I do not 
pretend to any superior abilities; 
he once said, “but will give place to 
no man in meaning to preserve... 
freedom, happiness, and glory. 
That I have erred is undoubted, 
otherwise I should not be human, 
but...wherever I have failed, it has 
been from the head not the heart” 

The king was sure his loss of 
America would make Britain a 
second-rate power. It didn't. King 
George, Parliament, and the young 
United States all needed each other. 
John Adams traveled from America 
in 1785 to meet with King George 
and try to restore good relations. 
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cannot be a Tyrant. £ 





“T will be very frank with you” the 
king told him. “I was the last to 
consent to the separation; but... 
have always said...that I would be 
the first to meet the friendship of 
the United States as an independ- 
ent power. Before long, Great 
Britain was making more money 
trading with an independent 
America than it had ever made 
from dealing with the Colonies. 

During King George's reign, 
the Industrial Revolution 
helped to make Britain the 
world’s richest nation. Far- 
reaching British explorations 
took place in the Pacific Ocean, 
near Antarctica, and on the 
continent of Africa. 


The king practiced scientific 
farming, had a powerful telescope 
built, and collected scientific 
instruments. Music flourished. 
King George began a Royal 
Academy of Arts. This generous 
monarch freely opened his excel- 
lent library to scholars, gave an 
enormous amount of his own 
money to charities and the 
needy, and improved education 
for the poor. 

Even so, his popularity 
swung up and down. At times he 
was viciously mocked in cartoons, 
and there were several attempts to 
assassinate him. By 1809, though, 
almost everyone in England 
seemed to love him and to 


admire his moral character. 
Following a Jubilee celebrating a 
British victory in yet another war 
with France, one newspaper reported 
that “The whole nation was like 
one great family in thanksgiving 
for the Father of the People” 
Perhaps as early as 1765, King 
George began to suffer brief bouts 
of madness caused by a rare 
hereditary disease now known as 
porphyria. Between 1810 and the 
time of his death, he became blind, 
almost deaf, and increasingly more 
insane, stamping violently, allowing 
no one to cut his wild white beard, 
and holding long conversations 
with angels. Every so often, he 
seemed to be getting better. At 
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other times, though, his doctors 
confined him in a straitjacket. In 
his old age, he said “I that am born 
a gentleman shall never rest my 
head on my last pillow in peace 
and quiet as long as I remember 
the loss of my American colonies” 

In 1811 when King George 
became too ill to rule, his son, the 
Prince of Wales, was sworn in as 
Regent. The king finally died at 
age 82 in 1820. Over 30,000 black- 
clad mourners attended his 
funeral. One of these remarked, 
“thus sunk into an honored grave 
the best man and best king that 
ever adorned humanity, and 
who...for sixty long years had 
been a father to his people” 





He was, i 
and a great man. He w 
dangers with the 


was most pure, 


n every sense of the words, 
as incapable of feat, 
calmest unconcern. 
his justice, inflexible, the 
in its mass perfect. 


character was 


a wise, a good, 
meeting personal 
His integrity 
whole of his 





What Did George Washington Do Next? 








mr, 
jn y the end of the 
Revolutionary War, 

George Washington was more 
than a war hero; he was the most 
beloved and admired person in 
America. In May 1787, he was 
unanimously chosen to be president 
of the Constitutional Convention, 
whose members were writing the 
Constitution of the United States. 
Under his fair, quiet leadership, it 
went into effect a year later. It has 
been called the greatest document 
of its kind ever written. 

The Continental Congress ran 
the new country for six years until 
February 1789, when George 


Washington was elected by the 
members of the Electoral College 
in each state to become the first 
President of the United States. 
Washington, now 57 years old, 
was worried about his ability to 
lead this experiment in governing 
the nation. “My movements to the 
chair of government will be 
accompanied by feelings not 
unlike those of a culprit, who is 
going to the place of his execution; 
he said. He feared there would be 
“an ocean of difficulties’ 

The night before his inaugura- 
tion on April 30, New York City 
overflowed with people vowing 
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they would sleep in tents if 
necessary to get a look at their 
champion. Thousands cheered and 
women tossed flower petals. 
Cannons boomed. There were 
glorious parades and emotional 
speeches. George Washington was 
determined not to become his 
Majesty the King of America, but 
simply Mr. President. He wore a 
plain brown suit, simple black 
shoes with silver buckles, plain 
white silk stockings, and a long 
sword with a silver handle, all 
made in America. 

Washington served two full 
terms in office with such dignity 








and honor that he became the role 
model for all future American 
Presidents. Five new states joined 
the union while he was in office. 
The Constitutional amendments 
in the Bill of Rights were approved 
by the states. And Washington 
worked hard to keep his young 
nation out of yet another war 
between Great Britain and France. 
Refusing to run for a third 
term as President, he returned 
with delight to his beloved Mount 
Vernon in March 1797. “I can truly 
say I had rather be at home at 
Mount Vernon with a friend or 
two about me than to be attended 


at the seat of government by 

the officers of state and the 
representatives of every power in 
Europe! he wrote. 

Even in retirement, though, he 
kept up with world events by 
subscribing to ten newspapers, and 
visitors stopped by constantly to ask 
his opinions about policy. He once 
told a visiting English actor that 
owning slaves made him miserable 
and threatened his lifes work. “I can 
clearly foresee that nothing but the 
rooting out of slavery can [save] our 
nation) he lamented. 

Less than three years after 
leaving the presidency, Washington 


57 


caught a severe chill while 
inspecting his fields in the sleet 
and rain. Though he had been in 
good health, he died within three 
days on December 14, 1799, at 
the age of 67. His passing marked 
the end of the century and the 
end of an era. 

Later that month, Congress 
adopted a document written by 
General Henry “Light-Horse 
Harry” Lee proclaiming George 
Washington as “first in war, first in 
peace, and first in the hearts of his 
countrymen.” George Washington 
had earned his place in history as 


the father of his country. 
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“This i isa lovely book; showing historical inquiry at its best: 
4 A consideration of both’ sides/a sound research basis, 
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